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Friday, November 21, 2008

Road Rules — Be the Truck. Not the Squirrel.

Washington Business Journal




Everything you need to know to be successful in life can be found from behind the wheel of a car.

The lessons you learn about how to drive, get to your destination without getting lost or avoid an accident are the same rules you can use to navigate a successful life. So says lawyer, business strategist and D.C.-based author Andrew J. Sherman.

The first lesson can be found in the title: Be the truck not the squirrel. The road of life is long, so be more like a truck — strong, confident and a carrier of valuable cargo — than like a squirrel, most often found running across traffic, dodging cars or flattened into the pavement.

Another of Sherman’s lessons is “share the road.” Highways are filled with aggressive drivers. You may be one of them. Seemingly safe inside your car, you may get the sense that you are alone and your objective is paramount.

But there are others on the road who have their own goals.

Sherman cites a quote from the “Into the Wild” movie: “Happiness is only real when shared,” which was etched into a piece of wood by a young man who travels the Alaskan wilderness alone. The paths toward our goals are meant to be shared and enjoyed.

The author spends much of his time coaching businesses on growth. The book offers interesting insights for a much broader audience, though business owners might also benefit from reading “Road Rules.”
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